
STATE ELECTION COMMISSION, ODISHA 
SAMABAYA BHAWAN, JANAPATH, UNIT IX 

BHUBANESWAR.

No. 4001 /SEC., Dated 01.11.2006
From

Sri F.C. Satapathy,
Secretary.

To
All Collectors.

S ub : Declaration of results- Procedure on recounting after declaration of results.
S ir/M adam ,

I am directed to say that declaration of results for the Office of Ward Member, 
Sarpanch, PanchayatSamiti Member and Zilla Parishad Member shall be done on different 
dates as per the notification of the Commission, which shall be completed on the same 
day.

1. If there is no demand for recounting, then results received in respective forms 
from the Presiding Officer will be treated as final. The Election Officer shall cross check 
the arithmetical calculation and declare the result. A copy of the same would be handed 
over to the candidates or their agent on request.

2. There is a provision of recounting in all three Rules i.e. Orissa Zilla Parishad 
Election Rules, 1994, Orissa Panchayat Samiti Election Rules 1991 and Orissa Grama 
Panchayat Election Rules 1965, in all cases, it has been provided that after the declaration 
of result, a candidate or in his absence his polling agent may apply in writing to the Election 
Officer for recounting giving grounds for such request. The demand fo r recounting w ill 
be entertained only after the votes secured by different candidates are announced 
on the basis o f entries in Form No.8 fo rw ard  Member, Form N0.8-B fo r Sarpanch, 
Form No.14 fo r P.S. Member and Form No.12 fo r Zilla Parishad Member under the 
respective election rules. The recounting can be allowed by the Election Officer either 
wholly or in part unless such demand is frivolous and unreasonable. The Election Officer 
shall make necessary correction in the result sheet in the prescribed form on which result 
has already been declared to the extent necessary after such recounting and then he shall 
announce the result on the basis of correction so made by him. Therefore, it is very clear 
that law provides for correction of the results in the prescribed form in case figures need 
change after recounting. All such correction shall be made by cutting the earlier entry and 
writing afresh in red ink to be attested by the Election Officer.

3. While admitting recounting, the Election Officer must see that the recounting of 
ballot papers is done by himself. He would of course be assisted by other officials. 
Candidates or their agents may be given reasonable facilities to see the ballot papers 
during recount but must not be allowed to handle the ballot papers physically.

4. In the ballot papers used for different offices, specific space is provided for 
stamping (voting). In all the three Election Rules, however, it has been provided that a vote 
shall be rejected if the mark indicating the vote is placed in such manner that it becomes 
doubtful as to which candidate the vote has been given. The Commission clarifies that if 
more than 50% of the voting mark is in one space, then same shall be counted in favour of 
that candidate.
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The Commission has also advised that during recounting, a ballot paper should not 
be rejected merely because:

(i) more than one voting mark has been made in the column of one candidate;
(ii) besides a clear voting mark in the column of one candidate, there are marks on 

the back;
(iii) the voting mark is oniy partially within the column of one candidate;
(iv) the voting cross mark is prominently in the column of one candidate but an 

impression due to wrong fold'ng appears in the column of another candidate. 
The impression can be examined. If an impression is prominent in favour of one 
candidate, the duplicate impression of the voting cross mark will be a faint 
impression distinguished from the prominent mark;

(v) there is a voting mark in the column of one candidate, but a smudge appears in 
that of another candidate;

(vi) there is no distinguishing mark on the ballot, provided the Election Officer is 
satisfied that this has been due to any mistake or failure on the part of Presiding 
officer; or

(vii) the mark indicating the vote is indistinct or made more than once, if the intention 
that the vote is for a particular candidate clearly appears from the way the ballot 
paper is marked;

(viii) there is a faint undecipherable thumb-impression or faint smudge impression 
on the ballot paper left inadvertently by the elector on the ballot paper while 
handling it because of the presence of some ink on hisfingure.

5. There is no explicit provision for period of time to be given for applying for recount. 
However, the mosaic of Law in this context is such that the recounting, if it is applied by the 
candidate or his agent should be on the very spot and time when and where result is 
declared. The frame o f arrangement made in the above three Rules envisages that the 
recounting if any shall be done then and there on the day and the place of counting fixed by 
the Election Officer.

6. However, to make the matter more clear the Commission is pleased to direct that 
the candidate or his polling agent may request for recounting just after the declaration of 
result and they should be given time required to write an application, requesting for 
recounting and giving grounds of such recount. For this five minutes maximum may be 
allowed.

Com m ission’s Order No.3693 dtd.31.08.2001 fo r prior concurrence o f 
Collector before declaration o f result in case less than 1% margin o f vote is hereby 
withdrawn. Earlier instructions issued in this regard in Commission’s letter No.925 
dtd.17.01.97 is modified.

Yours faithfully,
Secretary

Memo No4002/SEC Date: 01.11.2006
Copy forwarded to Commissioner-cum-Secretary to Govt., Panchayti Raj 

Department for information and necessary action.
Secretary

Memo No4003/SEC Date: 01.11.2006
Copy forwarded to all District Panchayat Officers/Sub-Collectors/Block Development 

for information aftd necessary action.
Secretary
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